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Report 

Project for Street Children 2018 

SPM Realino is still continuing the program for street children, these programs have been 

carried out in Bong Suwung, Prambanan, Pingit and Code. We are grateful for the support 

that has been given so that we can continue to carry out this activity. In general, program 

implementation can be carried out properly. In the implementation process of the program, 

there are developments and changes due to situations we have to adjust. However, there was 

one unexpected event which made several programs not work. We will outline the activities 

that we have carried out during 2018. 

 

a. Prambanan Community 

Program 

This year we plan to make a comprehensive program in Prambanan. We will make a sewing 

program for female street children and screen printing for male street children. Through this 

program we want to produce T-shirts and sell them in Prambanan Temple. The ultimate goal 

is that street children have jobs and can live better than before. To realize this program we 

prepare everything, both the equipment and the coach. 

Unexpected event 

Street children and the poor people we serve so far live illegally in the poultry market. 

Because of that, the poultry market is known as a bad place (red line district) because there 

live street children, homeless people, sex workers, etc. Those who live in the chicken market 

are often called ñthe societies'scumò 

When the program will be implemented, suddenly, on February 2018, the local government 

asked the people that stay in the market to leave because the market would be renovated. This 

is the government's way to drive the poor from that place. Local government gives a month to 

leave that area, if they don't leave the government will force it. We tried to communicate our 

plans to the local government but they are ignored.  

We explained about the program we were going to do, we proposed that the government 

provide a temporary place for them but not granted. The government still asks them to leave 

because they live illegally. They don't think about causes until poor people live illegally on 

the market. This is the condition of poor people in Indonesia who have never received 

certainty for their lives.  
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Eviction of poor residents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Because of the evictions, all of our programs had to be postponed. We accompany the victims 

to find a new place to live. They had time to occupy the river sides but were rejected by local 

residents, eventually they rented rooms. We provide transportation for them to move their 

belongings. We also modified the program for little children who are getting neglected 

because the whole family is busy looking for a new place to live after eviction. We hold 

activities that invite children to be happy because they must adjust to a new place. Our 

activities are supported by their parent. 

Accompany children evicted victims 

 

 

 



We continue to do activities with children while we consolidate with the eviction victims. We 

cannot do the program because they are scattered so the priority is to establish 

communication and see other possibilities. After consolidation and communication with the 

street children, we face new problems. We have no place to do activities because before we 

did activities in the public room inside the market. Because of that problem, we decided to 

rent a house. But it is not easy to get house for rent. After a few months, we got a house to be 

rent. The house is big and cheap, we can use that house to our program. 

More Complicated problems 

A few days after we rented a house (August 2018), we were summoned by religious leaders 

in the area. They are all Islam. There was news that we rented the house to spread 

Christianity. We have been doing activities in that place for almost a year and no one has 

complained about our activities. Every time we have children's activity, many parents 

accompany their children and there are no problems. There are many of our volunteers who 

are Muslim and even wear the hijab. So far there has never been a problem, so we are very 

confused about how there are rumors that we are spreading Christianity 

We try to explain that everything we do is purely social activities. We strive for poor people 

to have opportunities to develop. We even invited Muslim volunteers to make them sure that 

everything that was done was pure humanity. But all of our efforts failed. We were refused 

and asked to leave the area. 

Many people question that decisions, they argue that what we do is not related to religion. 

They said that there were provocateurs spread the hoax. They were even disappointed with 

the decisions of the religious leaders. But we don't want to enter this very sensitive debate. 

We accepted their decision and immediately stopped the activities we had been doing so far. 

Reflection 

In 2017, we evaluated that workshops would be able to implement if we carried out around 

where the street children lived. But there was another problem, we faced a group of people 

who did not want to accept us because of their religious background. 

In the context of Indonesia, religion cannot be ruled out. We must always consider religion 

because Indonesians are very religious even some are still very fanatical. In terms of social 

activities, religion must also be considered. So far we emphasize pure social and 

humanitarian movements without religious background, but we were wrong. Every human 

being has a different perspective so we have to consider everything 

We are very disappointed, sad and even cry because we cannot do something for the poor.  

But we also realize that there are many factors that determine the continuity of the program. 

This rejection made us a little traumatized, but we will not stop. This is a challenge for us to 

continue the program for the poor. This reminds us to be creative. We will continue to look 

for opportunities and opportunities to help poor people, especially street children in 

Parambanan. 

We apologize to donors who provide funds for us for this program. We have not been able to 

execute the program that we planned. But we will try to implement the program. If it's 

impossible to do it in Prambanan, we'll do it in other places. 



Follow Up 

Two weeks after we were expelled from Prambanan, there were two men came and asked us 

to continue the program. We explained that we really want to continue the program but have 

to pay attention to all possibilities.  We will look for a neutral place to do the program. We 

hope that there will be no problems. If we finally get into trouble, we will decide to stop the 

program and conclude that the program cannot be implemented in Prambanan. 

 

b. Bong Suwung Community 

Social Analysis 

Bong Suwung is slum area in Yogyakarta, the location is beside the railway near Tugu 

Station Yogyakarta. The condition of the areas is very apprehensive. Most of the people who 

stay there work as scavenger, sell food and drink but at night that place become prostitution. 

We have been doing this activity for one year so we get to know the children, family and the 

problems comprehensively. 

In Bong Suwung, we found a circle of poverty that was very difficult to stop except with a 

comprehensive and innovative approach. The main problem is poverty, but poverty is rooted 

in the low level of education and skill so that they cannot find good jobs. Finally they only 

work as scavengers, small traders with very low income. Low education affects parenting. 

The child gets many negative influences from the surrounding environment. We often find 

neglected children. These children then work on the street. Some girls even get pregnant at a 

very young age (16 years old). There is one child who participated in our activities at the age 

of 15 years old. Relation between men and woman is power relation, just as protection 

function. Women want to live with men so they get protection, but finally the man exploits 

the woman to looking for work even as a prostitute. 

So far we have only accompanying children who usually drop out of school at the age of 15 

and become street children. Activities carried out every day Saturday from 1 to 6 pm with a 

lot of volunteers involved. We have done this activity for more than one year. 

Follow Up 

Realizing this condition, we realize that only accompanying children is not enough. We have 

to start something innovative. We decided to start program for mothers. The main objective is 

to increase capacity and provide alternative income. After discussing with mothers to see 

their interest, we started activities by making accessories for women (necklaces, bracelets and 

earrings). In addition, we also plan to add more mentoring days in one week by involving 

more volunteers. 

 

 

 

 

 



Activities accompanying children in Bong Suwung 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


